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ARGET THE PEST. PROTECT THE REST.

Bugs & Blights

Sharon J. Collman, WSU Snohomish County Extension

Record rainfall on July 25, 2015 measured 1.57-inch at Sea-Tac, broke the previous
1974 record of 1.20 inches. Even so don’t expect landscapes to be well watered.
When soils or mulch are dry, they can be hydrophobic (repel water). That rain was
too much and came too fast to soak into many soils [compacted, hydrophobic sands
or mulch, bone dry, silt, clay). For most of the summer we have been breaking other
recards for low rainfall and high temperatures.

Kick up your soil or dig a 6" deep hole to see how far the rainfall, or irrigation, has
penetrated into the soil. Ample compost worked into the soil helps water infiltrate
rather than run off. Even compaost applied on tap of the soil, will eventually be pulled
down by earthworms and other soil critters and at least will hold some water, Be
generous and apply enough compost to work into the soil for several inches.

The Puget Sound area has always had its “Mediterranean summers” with low

rainfall, but we also had moderate summer temperatures and overcast skies {an
average of 225 cloudy days with only 58 days of sun) http://seattle about.com/od/
familylifestyles/tp/Rain-In-Seattle htm). This year the entire state is experiencing
severe to extreme drought and temperatures that are breaking records and the plants
are showing the stress. (http://www.wunderground.com/blog/weatherhistorian/
comment.html?entrynum=328.

Symptoms of drought are many. Usually drought symptoms are uniformly distributed
rather than random on plants though damage may be worse on the sunny side of
the plant. Plants may extract the water and nitrogen from old leaves and move it to
the new growth. Leaves may show uniformly burned edges, or simply drop leaves.
Sunburn occurs where the sun strikes perpendicular to the leaf surface or if the leaves
rolled downward to prevent water loss, the area along the midvein turns brown with
yvellow edges. There may be a distinct line where ane leaf shaded the leaf below it.
Thin-bark trees (e.g. dogwood, madrona) may also be sunburned on the southwest
side. Look or cross-checking or discoloration where the sun is most intense on the
trunk. Dieback of the top branches, the furthest away from the water source occurs
when the tree can't pump water to the top. Drought symptoms may be due to a lack
of water, injury to root system, excess fertilizer salts. When temperatures are in the
90s, the plant can't replace evaporating water fast enough. Plants in pots will need
even more watering daily. Even though we normally reduce water in August, drought
stressed plants willl need water now so plants are well hydrated going into winter.

WSU Resource:

Drought Tolerant Landscaping for Washington State (Home Garden Series) By
Charles Brun, WSU Clark County EBO&S84E Part 1: Intro, Choosing Plants, Soil and Site
Management, Limiting the Use of Turf, Efficient Irrigation, Part 2: Drought Tolerant
Plants {with descriptions and color photos).

This and some older publications are available for free download at http://pubs.wsu.
edu (search word = drought).
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